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Abstract

When asked what is the first word comes to mind when someone hears the term GIS, the most common answer is "maps."  While GIS certainly is about maps, it is more. A lot more. Some think of GIS as a way to create old hand drawn maps quicker and better. Others, particularly in the electric utility industry think of GIS as a sort of network documentation system, showing where electric facilities are located. Rather GIS is really about discovery, finding patterns and seeing things in a different way. This presentation will challenge participants to rethink GIS, particularly in terms of energy utilization and sustainability.



Speaker’s bio

Bill Meehan, P.E. heads the worldwide utility marketing practice for Esri, the world’s largest GIS software company. He is the author of four books: GIS for Enhanced Electric Utility Performance, Modeling Electric Distribution with GIS, Empowering Electric and Gas Utilities with GIS and Power System Analysis by Digital Computer. He has also authored numerous papers and articles. He has lectured extensively and taught courses at Northeastern University and the University of Massachusetts. He holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from Northeastern University and an M.S. in Electric Power Engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. Prior to joining Esri, Bill was the vice president of electric operations for a major electric and gas utility.  

